Antimony is different in that its tartaric acid salt (tartar emetic) displayed a powerful specific action in a number of infective tropical diseases.
As in the animal experiments the margin between the toxic and the curative dose is narrow, so it was soon found that the prolonged injections necessary in combating sleeping sickness produced all the subsidiary effects and risks which are now well known to range from cough, vomiting and rheumatic pains to sudden death. In kala-azar, bilharziasis, venereal granuloma and other infective tropical diseases in which antimony was in rapid succession found to be an indispensable specific remedy, the secondary effects soon gave rise to grave anxiety.
Antimony compounds had to be found which were suitable for use by modern injection methods, and which were at the same time effective and less toxic than tartar emetic, the official antimony preparation which had been used therapeutically since the middle Ages.f 
